terms to describe themselves, such as 'international associations', or from the late 1970s 'transnational associations', while their name flagged words such as 'union', 'conference' or 'council'. But they progressively adopted the UN denomination in their public presentation and working vocabulary, especially from the 1970s when it rang true with some groups's intention to distinguish themselves from governments and from inter governmental organizations.
Nevertheless, the 1945 terminology quickly bursted into a myriad of subcategories. Acronyms flourished to match the variety of organization forms, of membership, of purpose, such as GRINGOs (government regulated and initiated NGOs), GONGOs (government organised NGOs), BINGOs (business organized NGOs) or DONGOs (donor organized NGOs). ' (1963) or L.C White's (1951) . This entry will adopt such a catholic spirit for its chronological and typological extension. The governance question often crystallized around the headquarters matter.
Creating a headquarter was an act of faith in the cause defended by the organization (e.g the project of a 'Woman's Temple' for WWCTU), but also a strong organizational gesture designed to hold the group together and manifest its presence to the world. This was no accident that, in the 1920s, more and more groups created a headquarter in Geneva : it has been computed that 3 international associations were located in the Swiss city in foundations, has to be written taking into account these concatenating configurations.
